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THE TIE THAT

THE JOSHUA LINER GALLERY
brings together two very different
but engaging shows

by Meg Farmer



Bones, antlers, and skulls. That’s what Ryan McLennan noticed
while hiking through the forest in Wyoming. For all of the life in
the environment, there is also death and only animals can
clear it out of the way. 

The Virginia-based artist decided to turn this observation
into art in his latest exhibit, “The Strain of Inheritance.” The
collection of mixed-media works portrays barren forests
where wildlife toils aimlessly to survive. Both life and death
intermingle in these pieces, addressing the grim fate of our
natural world. 

For example in “The Penitent and the Patient” two moose
and two raccoons roam amid a herd of fantastical corpses
made of dead tree bark and animal skulls, suggesting a
divine purpose. 

“The animals I paint are using what they find to advance
and to individualize. They also, in some instances, consider
these remains as sacred objects. So they are evolving in
that sense, developing culture. I am imposing aspects of our
society, on a very low level, into their world,” McLennan says. 



One recurring image in McLennan’s work is a
large bear form that has small green plants
growing in its fur. The animals use it as their only
sustaining resource. They nest in it, tie it to their
bodies for protection, decorate the lifeless trees
with it, and even wear it as masks or helmets.  

“The Widower” shows a somber-looking buffalo
creature, covered in the bear pelt, standing next
to an ominous skull, a souvenir from McLennan’s
hiking trip.   

McLennan’s pieces are imaginative, combining
playfulness and naivety in a real landscape with
fantastical objects. The animals drift through the
desolate landscape, turning scavenged objects
into shrines and nests. 

McLennan says his work reflects the normal
problems we face on a daily basis, like going to
work and falling in love. In “The Storyteller” a one-
legged moose has tied an elk antler to its missing
antler, masking its deformity while balancing its
weight.  In many ways, this image is a metaphor
for our own solution-driven society.  

The exhibit is visually beautiful, emphasizing the harsh
environment and technicalities of physical anatomy,
while also focusing on the work’s narrative. 

The exhibit is being held at one of Chelsea’s newer
art spaces, The Joshua Liner Gallery. 

After stints in Vermont and Philadelphia, Long Island
native, Joshua Liner moved his gallery to West 28th
Street, NYC and gave it a new name.

“I was having dialogues with artists I was into when
I was in Philly and I kept being told, ‘Call me when
you get to New York,'” explains Liner. “It really
aggravated me at the time, but now I understand
it more. There is NO place in the world art-wise like
New York City. Period.” 





Sharing the gallery space is “The Way Out is the Way In,” an
exhibit by Kenji Hirata, a Japanese, Brooklyn-based artist. 

Hirata’s works revolve around swirling designs of colour and
form. He builds these kaleidoscopes by layering shapes in
both subtle gradations of hue and sharp colour contrasts. 

Instead of using mirrors to merge reality and illusion, like
kaleidoscopes do, Hirata does it with paint. 

Speed, technology, youth, and the industrial city—
minus the celebrated violence and anarchy, inspire
Hi rata’s  work.  Takashi  Murakami’s Superflat art
movement is also a point of reference for the artist. 



The effect he achieves by thinning his paint, working with flattened
graphic forms, colour values, movement, and spatial illusions, is similar
to gazing at an urban city’s reflection in a window at night: but way
more fun to look at. 

Hirata’s paintings remind us that the act of seeing is an active process,
evident in a series of eight 18x18 inch paintings that take over one of the
gallery walls. Each one connects to the next, but with a one-inch gap
between them.  

The owner of the gallery, Joshua Liner, was very pleased with the
outcome and flow of both McLennan and Hirata’s shows. 

“I think there are some great things about to happen for a lot of the
people I show and the ones that get those opportunities are the ones
that work their asses off and deserve it,” he muses. 



With the Miami Scope Art Fair coming up in December, The Joshua Liner Gallery has a
stellar line-up of 11 artists including Cleon Peterson, Dave Kinsey, David Kassan, Evan
Hecox, James Roper, Kris Kuksi, Shawn Barber, Tiffany Bozic, Tomokazu Matsuyama, Tony
Curanaj and Travis Louie.  Most of these artists have had solo shows, or will have solo
shows at the gallery in the upcoming year. Check out the upcoming solo shows by Kris
Kuksi and Candice Tripp, running from November 21st to December 19th. 

Upcoming shows also include The Convergence Group Show —January 9 to February 6,
2010—featuring Damon Soule, David Choong Lee, Oliver Vernon, Tomokazu Maysuyama
and Robert Hardgrave. 

Robert Hardgrave will also have a solo show running the same dates at the gallery.

For more info on the shows or gallery visit http://joshualinergallery.com/


